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it for & year or two, (must make some disposition of—he |tion about? This being the first sto
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¥ seutiog its cash wvalue. As now on === ing, while the mill man is obliged to | to foster by the bunilding of such a

Tax paying time for Josephine
county will begin Monday, February
12, and all who pay their taxes before
March 15, will get a rebate of 8 per
cent. If half is paid by April 3, the
other half oan stand until the first

Monday in October, but no rebate is
;’ given on the half that i paid before
. the first Monday in April, nor is there

interest charged on the deferred pay-
a ment. If no payment is made by the
first Monday in April then a penalty
of 10 per cent is added to the amount
of the taxes and a fuarther penalty of
1 per cent & month is charged op to
the delinguent outil the taxes are
paid. The delinguent tax roll
will be made up after the first
Monday in October, and after baving
been advertised the property will be
sold, the owner being permitted to
redeem it by paying the taxzes, interest
and coste

County Olerk 8. F. Oheshire will
have the duplicats roll completed this
wetk, with the smount of every man's
taxes given on if, wnd it will nlso
show the several funds that are lo be
credited from tbe collections, these
embracing state, connty, school, road,
oity and school distriot levies. This
roll will be torned over to Sheriff

Lewis Satorday and Monday the rush
of taxpayers will begin as all that are

L
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the roll valuations are yet far below
actoal eashi  worth, The Soathern

Pacific roadbed was nssessed at illl.-I
000 & mile, when it is fully worth |

£50,000 & mile, for that was the valua-
tion placed oo the Astoria & Colum-
bia River Hailroad, a local road be-
tween Astoris and Portlund, when
it was recently sold. The rail-
rond lands were sssessed at £2 50
and $5.00 an acre, thoogh there are
thousands of acres of the company’s
timber, miveral nod farm land in
Josephine connty that are worth from
$10 to $100 an acre. As an instance
there is & trmot of rich river bottom
Innd, ndjoining Grants Pass townsite
on the east, belonging to th» railroad
company that would readily sell for
$150 on aore, thongh assessed at but
#5 an acre. Farm lands and other
classes of property are yet rated much
below cash value on the assessment
roll. and it will be the policy of As-
sessor Fallin, if permitted by the
other members of the board of equali-
sation, who are the county judge and
clerk, to atill forther advance valos-
tions until all property shall be assess-
ed at its real worth.

For the first time in the history of
Josphine counnty land will be assess-
el at a fixed percentage of its valoe,
The county court employed early lnst

able will want to pay so a8 to gut the [ Fall J. M. Stites of Willinms, one of

8 per oot discount, which is quite ao
ftems to the large taxpayers.
The tax roll for 1005, on which

tuxes are now to be collected, amounts | privite owned.

TN to $4,202,880, The various tax levies

oo to be eollected on  this roil are state
\ tax 1.4 mills, copnty tax
mills, county school and library 4 6
wills, road 23 mills, Grants Pass
city 8 mills, wchool district No, 1,
Belma, 2 mills; No. 8, Kerby, 2 mills;
No. 7, Grants Pass, 7 mills; No, 10,
Lavorel Grove, 4 mills; No. 11, Le-
land, 4 mills; No, 17, Robertson, 2
mills; No. 19, Lee, 1 mill; No, 22,
Lucky Queen, 11-2 mills; No. 84,
4 Lower Grave Creek, 2 mills.

The state tax for this vear will
smonnt to #5,225. For last year it
amounted to nearly $10,000 and for
1904 nearly &11,000.

Juokson county on s valuation of
$12,713,024 has o levy of 4.6 mills
coanty, .08 mill for road, 2,6 milly for
school, 1.6 mills for state, making a
total of 16,7 mills. This will raise
aboot $117,000, Ashland has » oity
tax of 8 1.2 mills and s sohool tax of
6 mills, making a total incloding the

& coonty, on oity property of 28.5
mills,

Medford bas m oity levy of 7 mills

and a school levy of 4.5 mille making

x a total of city and connty of 21 mills.

Grants Pass has a tota! of 29 mills, of
this 8 mills is city, 7 mills school and
18 county and state. Portland's total
tax levy in 14.8 mills on a valuation
of §181,197,561.

Counnty Assessor W, H. Fallin ie
pow prepariog his blanks for the 1906
assossment  and  will have all in

- ~ rendiness to begin the work on March
3 1st as provided by law. He has en-

gaged . A, Bavage to assist him
for this year. As there is no census
or other extra work to be done Mr.
Savage will be the only depaty, he
and Assessor Fallin  being able to do
both the fleld aond office work in
time for the weeting of the board
of equalization which will be about
.4 the first of Oc'ober. Mr. Savage has

been o sucoessful school teacher and
@ been a resident of the coonty for
several years aud is both well ac-

quainted with property values anod
bas the ability to be a competent

depaty.

Asscssor Fallin has adopted a new
method of securing the list of new
buildioge and other improvements
that have been made in Grants Pass
since the last asssossment was made
that is proving successfol and which

@ prevents the linvility of property es-
caping assessment, a8 was freqoently
the onse under the old system, In
making the assessment of lots in

4 Gmots Pass the pumbers and owners
Dames ara taken frcm the counntly
records, and jodging by the location
the assessor fixes the valuation. The
improvements can only be judged by a
personal examination of the property.
Amessor Fallin prepared a map of the
city showing all the lots and the
location of buildings. Each February
before beginning his assessment he
takes his map and goes over the city
sireet by street and marks down
all new buildings, and makes a note

v

of their size and walue. This is of

{
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8.7 | Assessor

the most expert timber croisers in

| Bouthern Oregon, to croise all timber

land in the county, both railread and
He will also valae all
other railrond mpd speculator land,
The farm lavd will be walued by
Fallin,  When this new
schednle is made up all land in
Josephine coonty will be assessed at
approximately its cash value This
ornising may give s surprise to many
persons who have taken np timber

olaims, for if they find their land as- ‘

sessed at aboot #1060 an acre it will
be proof that they sre the luckless
owner of & tror of brush or barren
rocks, while if their land 18 valoed on
the tax roll at aboat £20 an acre they
can rest assured that they have a fine
pirce of timber that will bring them
# fortune when macadamizd roads
sod electric  railroads give cheap
transportation to market for the
thousands of acres of fine timber, In

Josephine county.
e

EASTERNERS WANT T0
LEARN OF GRANTS PASS

Can get Pamphlets About Jack-
son County, but not of

Josephine.

That Grants Pass is woefnlly lack-
ing in suitable advertizinog matter
with whioh to sapply the hundreds of
homeseekers in the Eastern States who
are oontinoally writing tor informa-
tion in rogard to this vicinity is
forceably broaght out in tne follow-
ing letter which was received by Jou.
Moss o few days ago from Penosyl-
vanin. This ocoonty shoold huve a
comprehensive pamphlet of small size
snitable for mailing in an ordipary
envelope and containing sueh infor.
mation a8 ig constantly asked for by
intending settlors:

Dear Sir: I roceived wours of the
24th and will say that intend to
locate in the Rogoe River Valley, my-
solf and several friends hmve besn
trying to get some information about
your scéction bot have npot reocived
any set except what voo lave sent,
We have got & boshel of illustrated
matter from Medford, Ashlaod and
Jacksonville, but have recsived nope
from Grants Pass and that is where
we intend to locate If we can get any
informativn. Please let uvs  koow
what the lay of the coontry is around
Giranta Pags; we want a place for a
nice home and mixed farming. Some
of os want 100 acres and some want 50
aud 75 aorvs, partlys improved and im-
proved places, aod close to city and oo
the river if possible. What kind of
soil bave yoo there snd ean crops be
grown without irrigation? Exulain
the water rights in  your circolar.
Have yoo any spakes and whast kind
sod are they troublesome? GUlve us
nll the information you can. I intend
to come out #s soon ns the weather
breaks up if I can,

Bert Barnpes, the jewaler, whoss
¢hop i in the Clemens block ou
North Bixth street, is doing his fali
part to keep psoe with the growth of
Grapts Pass. He has enlarged his
space and pot o & second work
bench and employed M. Mansfield to
assist him with his work., Mr. Mans-
field is an indostrious, capable young
man, sod is well known to the resi-
dents of this city as & frst-class

jeweler.

ithus delivering

If we hud s sawmill in Grants Pass
that wounld cat 500,000 feet of lumber
daily, it wonld take over 16 years to
harvest our present crop of Haber,
What would be the resolts, and how
can we make it possible to have 200,-
000 feet of logs ont into lumber daily
within the city of Grants Poss?

These are momentons questions,
but they can be answered. It is the
history of all lombering districts
that sawlogs can be procured cheaper
delivered by railroad aud water,
where conditions are favorable, from
the ranchers and property holders
along such railroads or rivers thau by
other methods of lombering. Why?
Becanse the ranchers, while clearing
have a few or several hundred thous-
and feer of timber that wmust be re.
moved. They can fall a tree and
out it into log leogths banl it a mile
to s railrond aud load on the ocars
nesrly as cheap aw to pile and burn
them. There would not be a dollar
per thoosand differemce to the
rancher; therefore anything he got
in excess of one dollar a thoovsand
would be profit to him. Moreover,
he would feel better in knowing that
his timber had gone ioto the com-
|uwrcinl world and ioto the channels
of trade instead of up in smoke,

There are a great many rauchers
who have a bonch of timber here and
| ther not. large enough for a milling
proposgition. Under exigting condi-
tions suoh tracts of timber stand in-
definitely awaiting a market. At the
same time the rancher has idle borses
whioh could as well bs employed
hanling logs to the railroad. He las
sous also who have plenty of leisurs
time doring the year to cat and pot
from 100,000 to 1,000,000 feet of logs
on the ears annually; and their ex-
pense would not ope muoeh, In all
timbered looalities where people are
stroggling to build bhomes it is very
helpful and convenient fo lave »
market for their timber through the
ageney of a railroad near at haod,
The time consumed in handliog these
logs does not meau 80 muoch to them
n& it means immediate roturos for
labor done on the farm and in the
prooess of building s home. It is far
better for them to be following jrofit-
able employment at home, especially
when it is In the direct line of im-
provement, than to be obliged to go
away ard earn day's wages; while
away, the i1mprovements on the ranch
will run  dowu  instead of boilding
up. In this way, throngh the
agency of & railroad ioto the timbered
districts, the rancher is given em-
ployment at home both for himself,
his boys nod his hired men the whole
year through., Thos the rancher be-
comes more prosperons, and his pros-
perity means the prosperity of the
merchant,

Apother benefit, and a direct one to
the sawmill man, by porchasiog the
timber of the ranchmnn, {8 that he
oan securée any kind of tim-
ber desired to fill immediste order.
When he wants sugar pioe, he can
contract for suger pine. thus enabling
him to ron his mill every mouoth in
the year and cutting only sooh lumber
sd the market demasnds, This puts
the mill man in olosg tonch with all
available timber the whole length of
the logging mailway; while by exist.
ing methods he is compelled to em-
ploy crews mnd teams at *normous ex-
penses to out and haol the logs for
miles, and nlso being obliged to pur-
chase s tract of timber at from 75

Mill men will agree with me that the
average lomber men and loggers work
more for the salary than to get loge to
the mill,

When the sawmill man goes into big
| blocks of timber he has confrouting
him the problem of hauling his lnm-
bor to market., And this problem is
an entirely separats ope from that of
logging and sawing. He is ulso ob-
liged to burn his slabs, which, if out
in town, conld be converted into stove
|wood to good profit. The cost of
| bauliog lambor to market here ranges
from 82 to 45 per thousand fect, price
being governed by distance aod road
conditions,

The sale of the third grade lumber,
[the slabwood and ‘the sawdost, all
|boroed in the refuse heap at the
eountry mills, would amount to fally

cents to §2 per thousand s ompagr-_:

bire and pay big wages for his work,
The rancher and his sons can do their
work without an overseer whils the
mill man mnst bave his work well
muapaged by soperintendents. The
rancher already has roads, while the
mill man most buoild all his own
roads, and for the special porposs of
renching the timber, The rancher
and his help while getting out timber
are at home and on very little ex-
pense, while the mill man most go
to the expense of building a camp and
yroperly  equipping it. When the
raucher has pat his willlon feet of
tiwber on the cars, the loge are rolled
to mari et without furiher delay while
the mill man, with his mill in the
coantry, still bas the most serious
end of the problem to solve-—that of
hanling the lomber to market, em-
ployiog four and six teams, or road
engines; such work brioging vo end
of trouble in the breaking down of
wagons, sick horses, wat weather
and bad roads, breaking down of
bridges, and many other familiar]
things to the lomber bauler.

We all know how lombering bas
been oarried on since the beginning
of the industry in Josephine County.
It has always been the same expen-
sive proposition. Why not now make
n change? Why not encoursge onr
will men to wove their mills to
Girants Pass? A goenerous land holder
i now offering very desirable mill
sites in Grants Pass free,

Thero is no doubt bot that satisfact-
ory arenngements conld be wmnde with
the compauy which preposes to boild
o railway from Grants Pass to Cres-
cent City to pse the same bridge and
a portion of the track as a logging
railrosd.
nsed for such use and from that point
ron o logging road up Applegate river.
And in the building of soch w» log-
¢ing railroad no great expense noed be
gone to, if the same methods are fol-
lowed bere by the Grants Pass &
Westarn Railway as are followed in
other sections where railronds are
buiit for immediate use and for gimi-
lar purposes. Blast oot the stomps,
put down the ties and lay the steel;
then put on the logging train and set
the business going., Use the profits
to bulld the road. Logging cars are
built gillgnys to allow them to run
over irregolar track, Locomotives are
| construsted for operation on the same
kind of rond. Bat few boxonrs would
be neaded the firet year. Speoisl ore-
vars oan be prooared for the hanling
'of ore over rough track. The passen-
ger, expresa and mall traffic of éach
train woold more than pay rooning
expepscs of such trafos. At the same
time each train could briog in 100,000
feot of logs, and by making two trips
a day would land 200,000 feet of logs
to oor mills in Gants Pass daily. At
#2 a thousand freight it woold make
n not profit for the rond of $400 n day
(besides the transportation of ores)
and $12,000 & month, or §144,000 au-
nuslly. This profit alone woold build
and eqnip two miles of road each
mouth, or 24 miles a year, and by so
managing, in two years the oltizens
of Grants Pass oan own = folly
equipped road through the Applegate
Valley to the Blue Ledge mioe and
have it free from all debt, and po
dunger of any company transferring
the stock in any way that would re-
tard the development of Grants Paas
| What wonld auch a proposition
mean for Grants Pass? Can we afford
to sleep on oor oars at this time?
It we had eight small mille operat-
{ing in Grants Pass, onttiog 25,000
| feet of lnmber each, daily, instend of
{the 17 or 1§ that are now sosttersd
| thronglh  the woodn, these mills,
| throogh the agency of such a railroad
las is propused, wounld soon eolarge
I their capmacity to 100,000 feet each
|daily. They could do this beoaoss
| they would be able to prooure their
| Jogs st much less cost than they must
‘pay now by present methods. And
| what would that mean for Griauts

| P

Logs can be bought of ranchers, de-

That portion of it coald be | *

| livered on board logging trains, for at
| lenst §8 per thousand feet, While
|lhn Applegate Boom & Lumber Co.'
| were operating they booght a large
[per cent of their logs st #2.50 por |
| thousand dnmped in the river.
| Freight to Greots Pass wonld be |
about §2 per thousand, making lel’

half of the freight charges on the logs, } toial cost of logs, delivered on mill

lumber

the mills located in the country.

50 we now find the same problems |

! in Grant® gan's dock in
| Pass for half what it wonld cost were | thousand feet

town,

ouly # par

Then, slnee it wonld be so much |
better for the clty aod connty to lmw’

road, What wonld it mean to Grants
Puss? Making a prophecy on the
baeis of what other towns have be-
ocome by similar development, it can
be onnservatively stated that with
such a road Graots Pass would soon
be n oity of 15,000 or 20,000 inhabi.
tants  instoad of 4000, Above the
fact that our surrounding coantry
wounld boe developed, industries fos.
tered aud other enterprises encouraged,
would be the pay roll and its distribu-
tion by the 1000 or more men em-
ployed here in town, and an even
greater number employed luoratively.

This is vo idle dream. It is only a
little sketoh of our wonderful possi-
bilities, It remnineg for us to pot our
shoulders to the wheel and push the
Grants Pass & Weatern railroad move-
ment that is now on. Now is tho
time for action. NOW!

W. B. SHERMAN.

Pioneer Merchan: Visits Grants
Peass.

D, H. Miller of Medford was in
Grantd Pnss Monday and Tuoesday on
a bosiness trip. Mr. Miller opened
the first hardware store in Medford
and was continuonsly in that bosiness
until last year when he sold out, bav-
ing made & competency and he is now
giving his time to his investments,
Mr. Miller is now serving his second
term a8 treasarer of Jackson county,
being elected on the demoorat ticket
in a strong republionn county.

Mr, Miller stat-d that Connty Clerk
John 8, Orth wounld have the dapli-
cute tax roll for Jackson county com-
pleted next week and that Sheriff

Joeeph M. Rader wonld begin to col-
lect taxes on Febroary 20,

The semi-aponal exsmination for
teachers for Josepbine ocoonty will
begin st the court hoose in Graota
Pags noxt Wednesday at 0 a, m. The
examination will be for both connty
and stato papers aud will continue
until Satorday, Suopr, Savage expects
that there will be a large attendsnos
of applioants as there is a scarcity of
t-achers in the connty.

The oause for this searcity of
teachers Is that wages bave not been
raised while for the past five years
the cost of living has steadily gone
up, Wages in other voostions baing '
good teachers leave the schuol rigm
at the first opportunity. The shors
terms of the schools is another big
factor in depleting the ranks of tonoh-
era for most of the distriots of the
county have bnt four to five mouths
of sohool, n few bave seven and eight.
months and only Graots Pass and
one or two other distriots bave nine
months,

Of present vacancies Wilderville
wants & man teacher, Woodville
wants two teachers and Wimor wants
a teacher. A teacher has been se-
oured for the Jewell distriot,
Stephen Jewell having been hired
and s foor months term will begin
on February 19

In the Hugo district Miss Ethel
Newell closed & four months term
with Janoary and so well pleased
were the patroos of the schiool with
her work that they hired ber for an
additional thres months, levyiog
apocinl tax on the district to raise
the required funds to pay the salary,

e ———

Placer blunks at the Courier office.
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THESE PRICES ARE SPECIAL AND FOR THE TIME

SPECIFIED.

THE GOODS CAN NOT LAST LONG. A

LOOK WILL CONVINCE YOU THAT our VALUES ARE

UNEQUALLED.

30-

SA

DAY

-30

LE

From January 15th to February 15th

«SPECIALS.....

All Ingrain Wall Papers 25¢ per Bolt of 3 Rolls
All Pillows 202 Discount—that means

Pillows formerly

0
0 i

L1 (13

Sofa Pillows included,

$1.00 now ,80c
1.50 ' $1.20
200 * 1,60
400 " 320

All Air-Tight Heaters 334% Discount
Heaters formerly 87 50 now $5.00

550 ' 3.67

Cook Stoves Regular $15.00, Special $12.90
Dinner ware, Blue and White, 20 per cent off.

1 lot 30x60 Rugs, regular $1.50 and $2.00

Some shopworn,

| lot Cotton Carpet, regular staple goods.
have too much; regular 48¢c, now. ...

to ¢close at., . .,

.. $1.00
Ve 8b6¢

Cut Glass—334 per cent Discount, that means
goods that sold for $5.00 are now $3.54.

Range Cook Stoves, with reservoir, regular $30.00,

now $23.50.

Trunks—$9.00 Trunks for $6.50,
Oak Upright Folding Beds regalar $22.00, no $ 17.60
Mahogany Finigh Suits 8 pieces—

Bed, Dresser and Commode, large French

bevel plate mirrors, regular $35.00........ .. $27.50
Solid Quartered Oak Buffett—

Polished French bevel
lar $37.50

plate mirror, regu-

.................... $27.85

Solid Quartered Oak Chifloniers—

Polished large French bevel plate mirror, reg-
ular $26.00, for....... ilhlglak;

Lace Curtains 25 per eent discount

Portieres, 20 per eent discount
Table Covers, 25 per cent discount
Picture Frames, 20 per cent discount
Picture Mouldinga—A choice selection, bring in your pic-

tures.

nal

Thomas & O'Neill

HOUSEFURNISHERS b
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